
     There are few things as satisfying as seeing the product of a 
major effort.  Even more so when that product is the loud-and-
clear fact that people support the things that you believe in and 
work for.  That’s how we feel every year when the Walk for the 
Hungry rolls around.  Obviously, bringing in funds to fill our food pantries is a major goal and concern, along 
with awareness raised in the community by seeing a myriad of people out walking for a purpose.  However, at 
the same time, in a very real way, the walkers support us.  They show us that the work we believe in is valu-
able and appreciated.  They show us that people out there care about the cause we champion—that eliminating 

hunger is a valuable and worthwhile goal.  And they show us 
that the solidarity of a community can lift up its members in 
need. 
     This 38th Annual Walk was no exception.  Volunteers 
poured in throughout the morning providing invaluable assis-
tance and organization.  Walkers came soon afterward and 
their excitement was contagious.  People were milling around 
enjoying In-N-Out, face-painting, popcorn, and balloons as 
well as the exuberant company of all the other walkers.  We 
met walkers who have been attending consistently for years, 
even if a little slower, and walkers out for their first time—a 
few in strollers.   
     We also had an impressive showing from community 
youth—the top two youth fundraisers bringing in more than 
$500 each.  And speaking of fundraisers, preliminary esti-

mates show walkers bringing in over $41,000!  That’s not including corporate sponsorships or other donations 
that have historically continued to come in through the next few months.  That equals 246,000 lbs. of food for 
our pantries just in time for the holidays.  We thank everybody who participated and contributed (and continue 
to contribute).  Your efforts and enthusiasm keep us going—in more ways than one. 
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Who We Are ... 
Celebrating 43 years of commitment, Inland Valley Hope Partners 
serves over 75,000 men, women and children each year through “Our 
House” family residential shelter; BETA, SOVA, Claremont  and 
San Dimas  food pantries; and the Pomona Farmers Market 
throughout 13 communities including Chino, Chino Hills, Clare-
mont, Diamond Bar, La Verne, Montclair, Mt. Baldy, Ontario, 

Pomona, Rancho Cucamonga, San Dimas, Upland, and Walnut.  The shelter can house eight fami-
lies for up to 90 days.  The food pantries distribute five days worth of food per person to no and low in-
come families.  Clients may come once every 30 days.  The Farmers Market operates every Saturday 
morning and accepts WIC and EBT cards.  Begun in 1968 as the Pomona Council of Churches, today the 
non-profit is a collaboration of faith communities, businesses, community groups, and individuals who 
care about their neighbors.   
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Many Thanks to the Van Noy Allstate Team 

We’d like to thank Jason 
& Shelley Van Noy and 
the rest of their Allstate 
Team for their recent 
Mac & Cheese Drive.  
Starting with an original 
goal of 1,000 boxes, they 
impressed everybody 
with a final count of 
more than 1,500.  Food 
drives like this are vital 
to our efforts against hun-
ger and we thank them 
for taking up the cause. 

Blessings …… 
 
After months of planning, it’s hard to believe that the Inland Valley Hope Part-

ners’ 38
th

 Walk for the Hungry is over.  But that’s the way it has gone for years: 

plan, promote, and advertise for months, then pour it all into an afternoon of 

walking.  Pour is definitely the key word there because the efforts and generos-

ity of community members toward their neighbors can only be described as an 

outpouring.  This would have been a very different (and much less effective) 

event without the generosity of donors, the willingness of volunteers, and the 

excitement of all the walkers.  I want to make it abundantly clear that we are 

constantly impressed by your efforts and very grateful for your support. 

 On the other hand, one can’t pour into a cause like this and not get a bit philosophical about 

what we’re doing.  Over the years I have seen our walker numbers rise and fall even as the necessity 

to fight hunger has grown, and I wonder why.  People haven’t stopped supporting causes—any num-

ber of charities or research causes walks consistently draw droves.  Everybody supports a friend or 

family member who demonstrates something worth walking for.  Maybe people just don’t know 

someone who’s hungry…… 

 I guarantee that is not the case: you know somebody who is hungry; you know them per-

sonally.  With data telling us that 1 in 6 Americans deals with food insecurity right now, it would be 

next to impossible not to know someone.  Unfortunately,  there’s still a stigma to hunger; even with a 

faltering economy we somehow believe that everybody should be able to feed their families, and so 

people hide their need from those around them.  So, it is up to us to support our communities—our 

friends and neighbors and their children should never have to wonder if and from where they’ll get 

their next meal. 

 So, again we thank you for coming out in support of this hidden problem.  Thank you for 

refusing to let our neighbors be hungry.  And…. we look forward to seeing you again next year..…and 

bring a friend! 

God Bless, 

Wytske Visser, executive director 



Where We’re Going 

Alternative Gifts Program  
 

Inland Valley Hope Partners attends Alternative Gifts 
events at faith communities and local businesses. This 
is another great opportunity to lend a helping hand to 
families in need during the holiday season. A member 
of the Hope Partners staff will be happy to join your 
event. Schedule your event with us today! Gifts can be 
purchased at events or directly through Hope Partners.  
 

Gifts include:  
$1—Mac & Cheese    $15—1 case of baby food  

$2—1 box of cereal    $18—1 case of peanut butter  

$5—Target/Wal-Mart Gift Card $25—1 case of canned vegetables 

$12.50—one night of shelter   

 

Inland Valley Hope Partners  

is proud to announce the  
Adopt A Family Program and  

Toy Drive.   
 

The Adopt A Family Program started out 
by helping shelter residents by providing 

for needs and some wishes that families 

would not be able to obtain on their own 
because of circumstantial situations and 

financial limitations. Today, the program 
reaches out to other low-income families 

to help in critical economic times such 
as these. Thank you for your support. If 

you would like to donate to or Adopt A 

Family for the holidays, contact Rochelle 
Williams by email: 

rochellew@inlandvalleyhopepartners.org 
for more information.  
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Food Stamp Challenge 
     Have you seen the price of groceries lately?  It’s almost bad enough to make you ap-
ply for food stamps, right?  Actually, with the economy in its current state and unem-
ployment in California around 12%, that’s exactly what it comes down to for many peo-
ple.  Designed to provide a safety net for difficult times, the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP), better known as food stamps, sees the majority of its users 
leave the program within nine months.  That makes it exactly the leg up that many peo-
ple need when things cross from tight to impossible, including children who make up 
more than half of SNAP recipients. 
     That safety net, however, is in danger of collapsing.  Proposed funding cuts would 
reduce the number of people served and the amount of assistance provided.  Already 
groups are working to protect these programs during the federal budget process and 
the re-authorization of the Farm Bill in 2012. 
     Hope Partners is getting in on the effort as well, and inviting you to join the Food 
Stamp Challenge by experiencing one week on a food stamp diet from Thursday, Octo-
ber 27th through Thursday, November 3rd.  The nationwide average monthly benefit in 
2010 was $133.79, which breaks down to about $31.50 a week, $4.50 a day, or $1.50 a 
meal.  We’re challenging you to spend a week on that food budget, including any dining 
out and avoiding anything but condiments purchased before that budget—including 
handouts from friends or family. 
     For more detailed information on the program, go to 
www.fightingpovertywithfaith.com.  Also, we’ll be updating our Twitter and Facebook 
as we prepare and sharing our experiences as we take the challenge here in the office.  
We’d love to hear your experiences alongside us as we bring attention to this issue. 

With the holidays fast approaching, there is a lot of excitement just around the corner.  And, as 
we see it, one of the most exciting things is the way people get into a charitable mode around this 

time of year.  It’s a beautiful thing when the holidays bring out a spirit of generosity and a  
concern for the well-being of the members of our community.   

Hope Partners has a number of programs coming up to channel that generosity into aid and 
compassion for some of the people who need it most—at a time of the year where it  

matters most. 

Have you remembered to 
include Inland Valley  
Hope Partners in your will? 

Consider leaving 
a legacy of  
support for our 
mission. 



Where We’ve Been 

~ 4~ 

Getting & Giving Back 
 

     One of the major benefits of a community food 
pantry is that it encourages a community to step up 
in support of its neighbors.  When people with 
means donate, people with time volunteer, and 
people with needs are served, it defines a sort of 
human vibrancy within a community.  Few people 
understand that as well as Jihawna Johnson.  Ji-
hawna’s first experience with Hope Partners was 
through our rental assistance program.  Now her 
connection is from the other side of our spectrum 
of interest—she’s a regular volunteer at one of our 
food pantries.  She enjoys the conversations with 
the people she meets volunteering there and notes 
how the time flies in the company of other volun-
teers, “wonderful people and lots of good laughs.”  
We appreciate having her with us and thank her for 
the enthusiasm she brings to our mission. 

Emergency Housing Coordinator:  David Hawkins 
 

     David has been a man of many places and 
many roles before coming to Hope Partners.  
Born in Michigan, he grew up in the San 
Gabriel valley and lived in Washington, Indi-
ana, and Ohio at some point as well.  His jobs 
featured heavily with youth, ranging from an 
After-school Program Director to youth-
centered work with the Detroit Rescue Mis-
sion to work with delinquent and at-risk youth 
in the court system. 
     He comes to Hope Partners because of a passion for helping people and 
finds that to be the most rewarding part of his role here—along with  the 
great staff he works with.  David takes a necessarily hands-on approach to his 
job here, often disappearing from the office to change lightbulbs, do laundry, 
shop, or cook dinner for the clients in Our House. 
     When he’s away from here altogether, he spends his time playing basket-
ball and baseball and watching sports on TV.  He’s passionate about music, 
having been in a band called the Israelites and now doing some managing.  
He likes to spend his weekends doing something fun with family, which of-
ten means barbecuing for his stepson and nieces or heading out to the park. 

A New Face on Food Insecurity 
 

     We’ve all heard the statistics.  Half of all 
Americans that experience food insecurity 
are children.  However, sometimes it takes 
a more concrete example to drive the sta-
tistic home.  Last month a 10-year-old boy 
walked into Beta looking for emergency 
food.  He knew about the food pantry be-
cause his mother had taken him there in the 
past.  However, this time he came alone.  In 
the interview process it was learned that his 
mom was in jail and he was staying with a 
cousin...who didn’t have enough food.  He 
wasn’t willing to say much more, so his food 
was bagged up and he left with what we can 
only hope was enough provision to get by. 
     In the current economic situation, our 
pantries serve more people with less food 
than ever before.  Thank you for continuing 
to support what is becoming an increasingly 
necessary work. 

Special thanks to 
Grainger for their 
stunning donation of 
$15,000 at our Walk 
for the Hungry.  Their 
consistent partner-
ship and generous 

support go a long way 
toward feeding the 
hungry and sheltering 

the homeless. 
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If you’re not doing it already, follow us on Facebook (Inland Valley Hope Partners) 
and Twitter (@HopePartners).  Not only will we keep you informed about our latest 
efforts and current volunteer opportunities, we’ll continue posting news and research 
into poverty, hunger, and homelessness.  We figure the better we know the problems 
we work against, the more effective that work will be.  Stay tuned for an upcoming 

fundraiser using these social networks. 

Gleaning Hope      
 

A common criticism of food pantries comes at the nutritional con-

tents of common pantry items.  For storage and distribution pur-

poses, boxed, canned, and preserved foods make up much of the 

offerings and tend to miss out on the nutritional value of freshness.   

     That’s what makes our Glean-

ing Hope program so exciting.  

Neighborhood and backyard 

fruits and vegetables get picked 

by volunteers and distributed by 

our pantries—fresh produce 

directly from the trees to people 

who need it, just like these 

pomegranates (400 lbs!) picked 

just last month. 

     And we’d love you to participate as well.  Apples, dates, grapes, 

kiwi, lemons, cantaloupe, honeydew, Persian melons, Valencia or-

anges, pears, plums, pomegranates, strawberries, and watermelons 

are all ripe for harvest this month in Southern California.  If you or 

anybody you know grows these fruits or any vegetables, we would 

love to put together a volunteer group to come out and pick them 

up—just give us a call. 

    

Phone: (909) 622-3806 ext 223 

Email: vcoordinator@inlandvalleyhopepartners.org  

Blog website: Gleaninghope.wordpress.com  

Want an easy way to help? Go to goodsearch.com and set up your 
browser’s search engine with Goodsearch.  Designate us as your 
charity of choice and we’ll receive 1¢ for every search you make.  
Easy.  Also, their Goodshop feature donates a percentage back for 
online purchases through major retailers. 

Have an old rust bucket decorating the driveway?  Put it to 
use!  Donate it to us through Cars 4 Causes and turn that 
eyesore into emergency food or shelter for clients in our 
community. 

Calling All  

Volunteers!! 
 

We are hosting a  
volunteer orientation at 
our main office on  
October 29 @ 9 AM. 

If you would like to be a 
part of our fantastic crew 
of volunteers, come for 
snacks and coffee and in-
formation on how exactly 
you can be involved. 

The orientation will last 
about 90 minutes and we 
would love to see you 

there! 
 

Direct any questions to Volun-
teer Coordinator Alicia Castro 

 



Thank you to our September Partners in HopeThank you to our September Partners in HopeThank you to our September Partners in HopeThank you to our September Partners in Hope    

~ 6~ 

Kim Alvarado 
Philip A. & Betty Jo Anderson 

Applebee's 
William & Nancy Arce 

Kenneth Armstrong 
Toni Ast 

Jeffrey Ast 
Moses Baiden 
Joseph Baiden 

Ryan Balba 
Emilie Ballard 

Bank of America 
Debra Barber 
Raul Barete 
Mary Barnes 
B. J. Barnes 
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Kenny Beckley 

Graham Bell 
Osman & Naomi Beller 
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Michael Benner 
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Emmy Lou Berryman 
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Myrtle Bodinar 
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Frances Bray 
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Natalie Brown 
R. W. & Helen Brownlee 
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Stephanie Bustamante 

Christopher & Mary Caenepeel 
Wilbur & Leslie Caffey 
Ernest & Rosita Cantu 

Beverly Carey 
Jennifer Carrillo 

Dawn Carroll 
Robert & Susan Cave 

Casey Cecala III 
Karen Chapman-Lenz 

Christ Church Parish Of Ontario 
Church of the Brethren - Pomona 

Claremont Presbyterian Church 
Claremont United Church of 

Christ, Congregational 
Barbara Coates 
CFC LA Area 

Frank & Marsha Cookingham 
Kevin Corona 

Cami Costanzo 
Derek Courtney 

Liz Cowan 
Gerald & Berkley Davis 

John & Judith Davis 
Jack Delance 

Mary Jo Dell-Imagine 
John Denham 

John & Kathleen Dourley 
Sue Downey 

Christopher Drozd 
Stephen and Amy Duncan 

Janice Elliott 
David & Barbara Evans 

Richard & Amy Fass 
Jeanne Favreau-Sorvillo 

J. Michael Fay 

First Christian Church - Ontario 
First Christian Church - Pomona 

First United Methodist Church 
- Upland 

Holly Fisher 
Linda Flowers-Armour 

Kristin Fossum 
Shane Foster 

Hope Disciples Foundation 
Robert & Doris Frick 

Ivan Fruehan 
Maria Fuentes 

Robert & Laura Fukada 
Angela Galgoczdeak 

Faviola Garcia 
Donovan Gass 

Helen & Richard George 
Teresita Gomez 

Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church - Claremont 
Dorothy Goodman 

Jean & Dr. William Gordon 
Toni Gott 

GRC Wireless, Inc. 
Laura Grimm 
Roger Hafar 

Robert and Margaret Hamilton 
Nancy Harbaugh 
Henry Hayden 
Gerald Haynes 

Hans and Jane Hehnke 
Luis Herrera 
James Hill 

Douglas Hoffman 
Patricia Hoffman 
Joseph Hoffman 

Kenneth Hougland 
Barbara Hughbanks 

Patricia Hynds 
Italian Catholic Federation 
Social Account BR.#319 

George Izaguirre 
David & Betty Jamieson 

John Janse 
Joel & Kaylene Jeffers 

Miles & Marcia Johnson 
Frank Jones 

John & Linda Jurewitz 
Konrad Kingshill 

Kiwanis Club  Rancho Cucamonga 
Kiwanis Club, Upland Foundation 

Kiwanis Club, Upland-Foothill  

Kroger 
Kuehne & Nagel Ltd 

Kelli Grace Kurtz 
Edris Kuzia 
Deva Kyle 

La Verne Church of the Brethren 

La Verne Heights Presbyterian  
Tate Larson 

Varoneca Latham 
Doug & Judy Lewis 
Ivan & Leah Light 

Dieter & Monika Lodder 
Elaine Lopez 
Judy Lopez 

Joseph Luiten 
Wendy & Charlie Lupul 

George & Barbara Mac Kenzie 

Eleanor Martindale 
Dallas Martinez 

Richard Matzinger 
Kenneth & Joanne Mc Candless 

Verla McCaleb 
Bill McCaughey 

Ricky McCloskey 
Robert Meastas 
Robert Meastas 

Mark Mellis 
Hugh and Jean Menton 

Karen Meyers 
Miles Mitchell 

Chris Mitts 
Eric Munoz 
Jan Murphy 

SDS Clinical Trials Nanci Seid 
Cris Navarro 

Northkirk Presbyterian Church 
Northminster Presbyterian Church 

Dermot O`Leary 
Our Lady of the Assumption 

Catholic Church 
Diana Owings 
Karen Palm 

Sarah Palmer 
Michael Palmer-Cervantes 

Iris Patronite 
Alec Paule 
Ryan Perez 
Lynn Perre 
Shirley Pitts 
Ryan Pitts 

Eleanore Powell 
Michele Ritchie 

Jeanine Robertson 
Rock of the Foothills Lutheran  

Teri Rogers 
Robert & Rochelle Ronketty 

Laura Rudloff 
Shawn Sanchez 
Teresia Santee 
Julia Scalise 
Joan Schell 
Lara Scott 

Derry Seaton 
Samuel Seid 

Leon & Peggy Silberberger 
Clayton & Frieda Simpson 

Steven & Patricia Smith 
Bryan Stansberry 

Peter & Lynne Stella 
Lynne Stella 

Garth & Cecilia Stephens 
Dianne Stewart 

Marjorie Stoddard 
Laura Stratton 
Monica Supina 

Dianne Sweeney 
Tammy Tiffany 
Andres Tovar 

Richard & Cindy Trubey 
Upland Christian Church Disci-

ples of Christ 
Oliver Varnes 

Thomas Velasquez 
Karina Vergara 

Jacob Villa 
Ted and Wytske Visser 

Elisabeth Walker 
Sarah Wapner 
Judi Wapner 
Alan Wapner 

Jack & Mary Watkins 
Brooke Weigand 

Madison Weigand 
Jane White 

Sharonda White 
Whyte and Assoicates, Inc. 

Pete & Ellen Wiersma 
Carole Wilhelm 

Mary Elizabeth Wilkins 
Paul & Opal Wilkinson 

Sheffron Williams 
Max and Marilyn Williams 

Teresa Wilson 
Francis Worness 

Kathy Yong 
Jordan Young 
Danni Zhang 
Jim Zitterkopf 

In Memoriam 

We received word that  
Rosa Lopez passed away  

last month of complications fol-
lowing a fall where she broke 
her hip.  Rosa worked at our 

organization for many years un-
til 2009, both at the Sova and the 

Beta program centers. 
We wish her family God’s 
strength and blessings during 
these days of mourning. 

In Honor of: 
Lisa Cervantes 

By Michael Palmer-Cervantes 
Liz Cowan 

By David & Barbara Evans 
Doris Craig 

By William & Nancy Arce 
Douglas Hoffman 

By Joseph Hoffman 
Carlos Jorge 

By Dawn Carroll 
Sammy Seid 

By Wendy & Charly Lupul 

Steve & Jennifer Whyte 

By Whyte & Assoc., Inc. 
Marilyn Williams 

By Deanna Bowers, Linda Bracey, 
Barbara Hughbanks 

Pilgrim Place Beta Volunteers 

By Philip & Betty Jo Anderson 
 

In Memory of:  
Mary Ball 

By Elizabeth Walker 

George Gould 

By Stephen & Amy Duncan, Hugh 
& Jean Menton, Lynne Stella 

Victor McCaleb 

By Verla McCaleb 



"ARCHITECTURE AND CONSULTATION TO CHURCHES, 
PRIVATE SCHOOLS, & NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS"

Max E. Williams, AIA, AICP, Architect/President
276 N. Second Avenue, Upland, CA 91786
Phone 909-981-5188  •  Fax 909-981-7207
waioffice@keyway.net

Williams Architects, Inc.

Computer & Networking Specialists
Tim C. Tipping - President

909.624.6204
tim@lodestarsystems.com
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TODD Memorial  CHAPEL
Your Independent Family Owned and Operated 

Funeral Home Since 1907

(909) 622-1217
www.toddmemorialchapel.com

Claremont
325 N. Indian Hill Blvd.

F.D.#942

Pomona
570 N. Garey Ave.

F.D.#110

The Sierra View Restaurant 
located inside the Sierra La 

Verne Country Club is open to 
the public Thurs. through Sun. 

evenings from 6pm - 9pm. 

Please call (909) 596-2100 
ext. 11 for reservations.

622-2513 • 1490 N. Garey
Same Day Service

ALL DRY-CLEANING DONE ON PREMISES
Alterations • Drapery Cleaning

Wedding Gown Specialist

10% Discount with Coupon

FRANTZ
CLEANERS

(951) 741-0074
Kumiko@tarbell.com

www.kumikopeterson.com

Very personal, highly 
professional service!

KUMIKO PETERSON
REaltor

KenEva, Inc.
Broker Services

Health Services
All Major Carriers • Disability

Dental & Vision
Supplemental Plans

Wellness Programs
Physical • Nutritional

Occupational • Medical

Pre-Paid Legal Services
Through Pre-Paid Legal 

Services, Inc.
Will Preparation & Updates

Contracts
Personal Legal Problems

We have programs that will 
work for your business.

Call us for a Free assessment

Kenneth C. Salazar
714-273-3331

kens@keneva-ins.com
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Thank You All! 

*In-Kind Donations for San Dimas to be in-
cluded next month. 

Return Service Requested 

Claremont 
Gina Ortiz 

Elaine Bumiller 
Temple Beth Israel Tracy Ar-

ceneaux— 
Reginald and Kae Yates 

Amy’s Farm 
Pomona Farmers Market 

Judith Mussatto 
Larry Carney 

Gelaning Program—200 lbs of 
produce 

Beta 
1st Baptist Claremont 

Advocates For Healthy Living 
Church of Jesus Christ Las Flores 

Ward 
Claremont Friends Meeting 

Claremont Methodist Church 
Claremont Presbyterian Church 

Claremont UCC 
La Verne Church of the Brethren 

Monte Vista Unitarian 
Our Lady of Assumption 

Peace & Carrots Community Garden 
Pilgrim Place 

Pomona Fellowship Church of the 
Brethren 

Pomona Host Lions 
Pomona HRA Mason 

Sprouts 
St. Ambrose 
Trader Joe’s 

United Methodist Church 
Costco 

Our House 
Northminster Presbyterian 

Church 
Pomona College 

Our Lady of Assumption 
RSVP West Valley 
3-Way Thrift Store 

Quick Note:  
San Dimas Community UCC, 216 San 
Dimas Ave., San Dimas 
Will have the October Contradance on 
October 22, 6:30-8:30 pm. simple 
dances to traditional Irish music.  Silent 
Auction.  Admission: canned food to  
 benefit the San Dimas food pantry, 
which serves several hundred people a 
month. 
 
 




