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Join Inland Valley Hope Partners and other community heroes for this year’s  
 

50th Annual Walk for the Hungry and Homeless  
 

Saturday, September 30, 2023 
 

8:00 AM Registration Begins 
9:00 AM Walk Begins 

 

This year’s milestone 5K walk event will feature the return of our Superhero 
theme! Walkers are encouraged, but not required, to grab their capes, tights 
and masks and dress as superheroes for this year’s walk. Awards will be given to 
the groups/team(s) best exemplifying the superhero theme with their outfits.  
 

Walk Registration will again be $25 for adults, $20 for students, and free for children 12 and under, and all registered 
walkers will receive a free Hope Partners superhero cape! Online registration is now open through our website and 
walker registration packets are available for download at www.InlandValleyHopePartners.org.  
 
With free face-painting, live music, popcorn, balloons, booths, and more, the Walk promises to be a fun, family-friendly 
way to spend a Saturday morning while helping to put food on the tables and a roof over the heads of our neighbors  
struggling with food or housing insecurity.  
 
We invite participants to multiply your impact by creating a fundraising page! Put out your bat-signal and get your friends, 

family, co-workers and others to make a donation in support of your superhero efforts to help our citizens in need. Every 
dollar you raise helps rid our community of the villainous duo of hunger and homelessness! 
 
Finally, thank you to Pacific Western Bank for serving as our 
Walk’s presenting sponsor. For more information, or to request 
hard copies of our event flyer of other materials, visit 
www.InlandValleyHopePartners.org or contact Development & 
Volunteer Relations Associate Cirenia “CC” Cuevas at 
cc@inlandvalleyhopepartners.org  
or 909-622-3806, x108.   
 
 
  
 
 

 Calendar of Events/
Activities 

Farmers’ Market…….……………..............….Every Saturday 

Adopt a Family Appointments….August/September  2023 

Hunger Action Month Food Drive…….…...September 2023 

50th Walk for the Hungry & Homeless………….September 30, 2023 
 

Call or email office for bold events (need volunteers)! 
909-622-3806, x108;  

vcoordinator@inlandvalleyhopepartners.org 

www.inlandvalleyhopepartners.org 

See inside  
for more WAYS  

to get involved in  
this year’s Walk! 

mailto:vcoordinator@inlandvalleyhopepartners.org
http://www.inlandvalleyhopepartners.org/
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Administration/Housing 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday 8:00 am-6:00 

Who We Are ... 
Celebrating over 50 years of commitment, Inland Valley Hope Partners 
serves over 75,000 men, women and children each year through “Our 
House” family residential shelter; and Rapid Re-Housing; BETA, 
SOVA, Claremont, San Dimas and South Pomona food pantries; and 
the Pomona Farmers’ Market throughout 13 communities including 
Chino, Chino Hills, Claremont, Diamond Bar, La Verne, Montclair, Mt. 
Baldy, Ontario, Pomona, Rancho Cucamonga, San Dimas, Upland, 

and Walnut.  The shelter houses five families for up to 90 days.  The food pantries distribute five days worth of 
food per person to no and low income families.  Clients may come once every 30 days.  The Farmers Market 
operates every Saturday morning and accepts WIC and EBT cards.  Begun in 1968 as the Pomona Council of 
Churches, today the non-profit is a collaboration of faith communities, businesses, community groups, and 
individuals who care about their neighbors.   

 

It’s hard to believe that in America, the wealthiest nation in the 
world, nearly 25% of adults are food insecure*. When we hear 
this staggering statistic, we may be tempted to push the problem 
away and conjure up stereotypical images of bare-footed, 
unhoused individuals in desperate need of a shower – these are 
the Americans facing hunger. But this picture is far from accurate. 
The truth is struggling families and individuals are closer than you 
think, many live right here in our own neighborhoods.  
 
At Inland Valley Hope Partners, we serve an average of 3,500 children, women and 
men who are struggling with food insecurity each month. Yes, the individuals we 
serve at our food pantries do include people experiencing homelessness, but most of 
the people we assist look just like the elderly man you stand behind in line at the 
pharmacy or the young cashier who helps you with your purchases. Our food pantry 
clients include the senior citizen on a fixed income facing high medical expenses, the 
middle-aged woman with a college degree but no corresponding job, the young single 
mother whose minimum wage income isn’t enough to support her family, and even the 
college student who has had to make the difficult choice to skip meals to cover his 
educational costs. Their silent, invisible struggle is easily overlooked by those of us in 
a position to help because, to our untrained eyes, they don’t “look poor”, they don’t 
“act poor”. But the reality is they need our help – desperately. 
 
Hope Partners’ local food pantries exist to help families and individuals access the food 
they need to live a full and healthy life. But we can’t do it alone. Today, we’re asking 
for you to renew your support for our mission to feed the hungry and shelter the 
homeless. Your gift of $20, $50, $100 or more will help us meet the food and nutrition 
needs of our community’s children and families invisibly struggling with food 
insecurity. Please demonstrate your commitment by visiting the donation page on our 
website at www.InlandValleyHopePartners.org. Thank you in advance for your 
generosity! 
 
Blessings! 

Kami Grosvenor  
President/CEO 
 
P.S. Help us feed our neighbors invisibly struggling with hunger right here in the Inland 
Valley. Make your contribution TODAY! 
 
* According to Urban Institute’s 2022 Well-Being and Basic Needs Survey released March 2023. 



INLAND VALLEY  
HOPE PARTNERS 

 

STAFF 
 

President/CEO 
Kami Grosvenor, x101 

kamig@ 
inlandvalleyhopepartners.org 

 
Office/Fiscal Administrator 

Yvonne West, x102 
yvonnew@ 

inlandvalleyhopepartners.org  
 

Fiscal/Grants 
Administration  

Assistant 
Bryce Gardner, x112 

bryceg@ 
inlandvalleyhopepartners.org  

 
 

Director of Development &  
Communication 

 
Development & Volunteer 

Relations Associate 
Cirenia Cuevas (CC), x108 

cc@ 
inlandvalleyhopepartners.org 

 
Grant Writer 

Kay Brand, x104 
kayb@ 

inlandvalleyhopepartners.org 
 

Case Manager 
Karen Abram, x106 

karena@ 
inlandvalleyhopepartners.org  

 
Case Manager 

Kevin Davison, x204 
kevind@ 

inlandvalleyhopepartners.org 
 

Food Security Program 
Manager 

Isaac Vega, x201 
isaacv@ 

inlandvalleyhopepartners.org  
 

Food Security Program 
Associate 

Claudia Wheetley, x301 
claudian@ 

inlandvalleyhopepartners.org  
 

Food Security Program 
Associate/Driver 
Ron Crampton x200 

Ronc@ 
inlandvalleyhopepartners.org  

 
Farmers’ Market Manager 

(contract) 
Harry Brown-Hiegel,  

310-621-0336 
h.brownhiegel@ca.rr.com 

Clockwise from top left: Randy Bekendam and Stephen Yorba address the crowd gathered for the 
event; the Evergreen Market painted by local artists; Kami Grosvenor expresses her excitement 

about this new collaborative effort to serve the Pomona community.  

Hope Partners is so grateful to our 
friends at CliftonLarsonAllen, LLP for 
their generous donation of backpacks 
and school supplies! Their team 
organized a collection, stuffed the 
backpacks full of school supplies, and 
delivered them to us ready to distribute 
to students in need. These backpacks will be combined with other donations still pouring 
in to our offices and distributed to children and teens in early August.  
  
 

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

Hope Partners to Host 
Annual Meeting 

Thank You to Claremont 
Presbyterian Church  

Board members, staff, and other community supporters of Inland Valley Hope Partners 
and Community Partners 4 Innovation (CP4I) descended on Lopez Urban Farm on the 
morning of Tuesday, June 27th to celebrate the ribbon-cutting of the Evergreen Market 
Pantry. The event featured brief remarks by the leadership of both CP4I and Hope 
Partners as well as a speech by the man responsible for bringing these two 
organizations together, Randy Bekendam of Amy’s Farm. Naturally, the event’s program 
concluded with the formal ribbon-cutting and then guests were given the opportunity to 
see the unique collaboration at work. Thank you to all in attendance! 

 
This new collaborative food 
distribution site at Lopez Urban Farm 
combines what these two agencies do 
best: traditional food assistance and 
fresh produce from an urban farm. 
The Evergreen Market Pantry 
provides the community with access 
to reliable and nutritious food 
options. The pantry is currently open 
on Tuesdays from 9:00 a.m.—2:30 
p.m.  Lopez Urban Farm is located at 
1034 W. Mission Blvd. in Pomona.   

Hope Partners and CP4I Celebrate the  
Grand Opening of the Evergreen Market Pantry 

Thank You  
CliftonLarsonAllen, LLP! 



September 3 - 9 =  GREEN WEEK 
Focus your food drive efforts on all things green!  Veggies, 

both canned and fresh from your garden, are healthful 
additions to the foods offered at Inland Valley Hope 

Partners’ food pantries.   
 

September 10 - 16 =  RED WEEK 
Contribute tomatoes (paste or fresh), spaghetti sauce, 

ketchup, apple sauce, raisins and other foods with a red hue 
to your food drive collection. 

 

September 17 - 23 =  YELLOW WEEK 
Mac-n-Cheese, pasta, cereals, oatmeal, rice, corn and other 
foods make for great yellow week food drive contributions.  

 
 
 

September 24 - 30 =  PURPLE WEEK 
Purple Stands for Protein!  Contribute peanut butter, tuna, 
canned chicken, spam and other proteins to help feed local 

children and their families. 

Hope Partners is offering our supporters three additional and POW-erful ways to 

participate in this year’s superhero Walk for the Hungry and Homeless.    
  

Present a Community Fair Booth - This year’s event will feature a brand new community 
fair area for our walkers to enjoy. Community groups are invited to sponsor a booth to 
showcase their brand or services. This is a great opportunity for fellow non-profits, faith 
communities, service clubs, schools, and even businesses to market themselves to those 
in attendance. Space is free, but all booths must include an activity or craft for children 

in attendance to enjoy. Sales of any item on-site will not be permitted at this time.  
 

Sponsor A Route Sign - A route sign is a 2 X 3’ sign featuring your own customized message that will be displayed along the 
route of the 5K Walk for the Hungry and Homeless. Market your Business! Cheer on your Walk Team! Priced at only $250, a 
route sign is a wonderful way to draw attention to your message and support the children and families Hope Partners 
serves. Your donation will help provide 10 local families with enough staple foods to sustain them for about a week!   
 

Host a Hunger Action Month Food Drive - Did you know that September is Hunger Action Month? Hope Partners has 

created the perfect Food Drive calendar to help you be a Superhero in the fight against hunger and homelessness for the 
whole month leading up to the Walk. It’s easy! Simply organize a food drive following the themes outlined below and then 
bring your collected food items with you to the Walk for the Hungry and Homeless on Saturday, September 30th!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
For more information on any of these opportunities, please visit our website at www.InlandValleyHopePartners.org or 
contact Kami Grosvenor at 909.622.3806, x101 or kamig@inlandvalleyhopepartners.org.  
 

Do you designate your Ralphs rewards?  Please consider designating them to 
Inland Valley Hope Partners. That way you can help us feed the hungry by 
buying your own groceries! Simply visit www.ralphs.com. Once logged into your 
Ralphs account, you can search for INLAND VALLEY HOPE PARTNERS either by 
name or by our Non-Profit Organization number WG044 and then click Enroll. 
New users will need to create an account which requires some basic 
information, a valid email address, and a rewards card. 
 
Matching gifts is a form of corporate philanthropy which allows companies to match their 
employees’ donations to nonprofits. Companies will match their employees’ donations at a 1:1, 
2:1, or even 3:1 ratio, effectively maximizing the impact of a single eligible donation. Your HR 
Dept. will typically be able to assist you access your company’s matching gifts program.  

Other Ways to Give 

Check it out!  Alternative Ways to Support The  
walk for the hungry and homeless! 

file:///H:/www.ralphs.com


Like so many in the community, Inland Valley Hope 
Partners was heartbroken when our friends at Amy’s 
Farm shared the news they would be closing this 
Summer. The farm’s operators and supporters have 
worked so hard to preserve their land, but sadly, the 
land has been sold by the owner.  
 
The history of collaboration between Amy’s Farm and 
Inland Valley Hope Partners is long: Amy’s Farm 
regularly sold its chemical-free fruits and vegetables at 
our weekly Pomona Valley Certified Farmers’ Market 
for many years, and when our friends at the 
Constantine Family Garden and Orchard closed, farmer 
Randy Bekendam invited us to continue our urban 
farming efforts on an unused portion of their land. 
Since September of 2015, the Hope Partners’ Garden 
at Amy’s Farm collaboration has provided our food 
pantry clients with more than 75,000 lbs of fresh, 
locally grown produce! That’s a monumental 
achievement in helping the families we serve increase 
their access to healthy fruits and vegetables and 
hopefully improve their health outcomes. Farmer 
Randy also served as a member of the Hope Partners’ 

Board of Directors from 2015 – 2022 and helped our agency build partnerships with 
local urban farming projects at Urban Mission and Lopez Elementary School.  
 
The closing of Amy’s Farm is a huge loss for 
the community, but farmer Randy shares 
that he still has hope for the future, though 
he admits that he is unsure of what the 
future will be. We are hopeful he and his 
crew will be able to keep with their mission 
to cultivate, educate, and preserve and find 
land elsewhere in the community so we can 
once again partner to feed our neighbors 
who are most in need. Thank you to Randy, 
Amy, Brad, and the entire family for your 
friendship and partnership to Hope Partners 
and those we serve!  

Photos Courtesy of Amy’s Farm.  
 

Thank you and good luck to our 
friends at Amy’s Farm: Farmer 

Randy Bekendam (left), his 
daughter Amy Owen, her husband 

Brad Owen, and their family 
(pictured above). 

Farewell (For Now) to Our Friends at Amy’s Farm  

 

Thank you also to the many volunteers who generously donated their time in support of the 
Hope Partners’ Garden at Amy’s Farm over the last eight years! 



 
 

Partners ($1,000.00 to 
$1,000,000.00)  

Bank of America  
Claremont United Church of 

Christ, Congregational  
Claremont United 
Methodist Church  

Stanley Fink and Lisa 
Smolen 

 
Associates ($500.00 to 

$999.99)  
Claremont Presbyterian 

Church  
Bruce and Laura Corigliano 

CrossPoint Christian 
Reformed Church 

Kristin Fossum and David 
Coons 

Richard & Luann Jensen 
La Verne Church of 

Brethren  
Louis & Joy Shaup 

 
Pace Setters ($250.00 to 

$499.99)  
Richard Hamlett & Nancy 

Haskell 
James and Betty Butler 
Ben and Diane Cooley 
Gerald & Berkley Davis 

First Presbyterian Church of 
Upland 

Doug & Judy Lewis 
Dain Pankratz 

Pomona Fellowship Church 
of the Brethren 

George Thomas & Elaine 
M. Reed 

Swick Financial and 
Insurance Services - Jess M 

Swick 
 

Contributors ($100.00 to 
$249.99)  

Judith Aboufares 
Robert C Benza 

Kevin & Sharonda Bishop 
Rick & Jenifer Braun 

Rev. Dr. Shirlee Bromley 
Barbara Coates 
James Dwyer 

W. Brian Ebersole 
Christine Elliott 

Michael & Emily Fay 
R. Lewis Fry 
Warren and 

Constance Hoffman 
William Jones 

George & Alice Kerner - 
Kerner Family Trust 

Patricia Kersbergen & 
Marylyn Jones 

Linda & Robert Liebing 
Audrey Lightbody & Joyce 

Lightbody 
Our Lady of the Assumption 

Catholic Church  
Ellen Polamero 

Theodore and Carol Powl 
Larry & Jeanine Robertson 

Rock of the Foothills 
Lutheran Church  

Timothy and Neva Root 
Eileen Senner 

Leon Silberberger 
John Stamp 

Suzette Stetzer 
Keith and Linda Tennis 

Elise & Dave Tubbs 
Jess and Susan Villa 
Ted & Wytske Visser 

Max and Marilyn Williams 
 

Explorers ($50.00-$99.99) 
Wendy Bayer 

Virginia Bergfalk  
Claremont Community 

Church of the Nazarene  
Priscilla Constantine 

Diane Deal 
John Denham 

Eugenia M Elliott 
Marcia Ellison 
Carol Fishburn 
Patricia Hardy 

Paula Hui 
Roger Johnson 

Dieter & Monika Lodder 
Mary Jean Neault and Mike 

Sutton 
Noel & Irma Nazareno 

Deborah Pruitt 
George & Janice Spicer 

James and Nancy Taylor 
David Ward  

 
Others ($0.01- $49.99) 
Nicole Abea - Hopeless 

Records 
Eman Abohebeish 

Ken & Telma Bailey 
Marilyn Brunger 

Scott & Maria Duncan 
Marilyn Eng  
Leslie Ensz  

Annamarie Espinosa 
Kenneth Frank  

Revs. Michael & Julie Fronk  
Jim and Ann Frye 

Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church  

Lucille Terry Hobart 
Laura and Sean Mulroy  

Yoel Silashi  
Patrick Smith - Patrick Smith 

Consulting 
The Kroger Co. 

Oliver Varnes Jr. 
Elisabeth Walker 

In Memory Of 
 

Mary Ball Williams 
By: Elisabeth Walker 

 
Mary V. Ball 

By: Elisabeth Walker 
 

Harry Brunger 
By: Marilyn Brunger 

 
Horace and Veronica 

Corigliano 
By: Bruce and Laura 

Corigliano 
 

Maxine Denham 
By: John Denham 

 
Rosemary Henderson 

By: Claremont United Church 
of Christ, Congregational 

 
Carol J. Varnes 

By: Oliver Varnes 

 
 

Planned gifts provide a 
meaningful way of making 
a significant impact toward 
the future sustainability of 

Inland Valley Hope Partners 
while maximizing your 

philanthropic and financial 
goals. Planned giving takes 

many forms, including 
bequests, gifts of life 

insurance, and charitable 
remainder trusts.  

 
For more information on 

planned giving 
opportunities, give us a call 

at 909-622-3806.  
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622-2513 • 1490 N. Garey
Same Day Service

ALL DRY-CLEANING DONE ON PREMISES
Alterations • Drapery Cleaning

Wedding Gown Specialist

10% Discount with Coupon

FRANTZ
CLEANERS

	 For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.lpicommunities.com        Inland Valley Hope Partners, Pomona, CA       A 4C 05-1845

Geoff Hamill   DRE #00997900

Broker Associate, CRS, SRS, GRI, SRES, GREEN
#1 Claremont Sales & Listings
Top 1% Realtors in the USA
Direct: 909.621.0500 • Geoff@GeoffHamill.com
GeoffHamill.com • WSSIR.com
Extraordinary Represntation Since 1988

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Advertise in our Newsletter!

CONTACT ME  
Victoria Quinn

vquinn@4LPi.com 

(800) 950-9952 x2602

4 Room Additions
4 Electrical
4 Paint
4 Tile work
4 Drywall
4 Plumbing 
4 Windows
4 Roofing 
4 Demolition
4 Kitchen &

Bathroom
4 Remodel

CALL
(626) 977 8707
(323) 921 4842

FREE ESTIMATES
ESTIMADOS GRATIS

CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES
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Gift-In-Kind Donations for June  

Admin/Our House 
First Christian Church—

Pomona  
Charles Cable 

CliftonLarsonAllen, LLP 
Donna Chadwick  

Jonny Torres 
Rosalie Swiatek 

Saskia Wong-deWicht 
Shelter Partnership 

Stacey Wong 
 

Beta 
Bonita High School 

Food Recovery Network -
Pomona College 

La Verne Church of the 
Brethren   

Monte Vista Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation 

Pilgrim Place 
 Pomona Fellowship Church 

of the Brethren  

Purpose Church 
 

Claremont 
Albertson's #3520 
City of Claremont 

Claremont Presbyterian 
Church 

 

San Dimas 
Carolyn Gomm 

Claremont Community 
Church 

Claremont United Church of 
Christ 

House of Joy 
Patrick C Jackson 

San Dimas Senior Bingo 
 

Sova 
Davison Family 

Donna Chadwick 
Draper Mortuary 

Kaiser Permanente Ontario 
Campus 

Kaiser Permanete Ontario 
Leonard's Express 

Marcilyn Hatch 
Mr. Duff 

SBFS Trucking 
Sharon Ernsberger 

SNS Transport 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Superior Grocers 
Torn & Glasser Inc 

Yung 
 

Evergreen  
Community Partners 4 

Innovation—Lopez Urban 
Farm  

 


